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ADDEESS OF DR. H. LAMMASCH ON OPENING THE 
ARBITRATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
VENEZUELA IN THE MATTER OF THE ORINOCO 
STEAMSHIP COMPANY'S CLAIM, SEPTEMBER 28, 1910. 

Gentlemen. — This is the second time in the course of one year 
that I have the privilege to thank their excellencies, the president 
and the members of the Administrative Council of the Permanent 
Court of International Arbitration, for their kindness in honouring 
with their presence, the inauguration of the business of a Tribunal of 
Arbitration, and to welcome a number of eminent lawyers and states- 
men of two hemispheres, my fellow-workers in solving an inter- 
national difference, together with the agents and legal advisers of 
both parties. 

The compromise between the United States of America and the 
United States of Venezuela, signed on the thirteenth of February, 
1909, states, that the plenipotentiaries of the two powers have recog- 
nized the great importance of arbitration as a means to maintain that 
harmony, which ought to exist and increase between their respective 
nations. 

At the second Peace Conference, the United States of America and 
the Republics of Latin America played, indeed, a most active part in 
developing international arbitration. The United States of America 
were among the very first to elaborate and defend the most noticeable 
of those projects around which the discussions of this conference 
centred. 

And the manner in which the Republics of Latin America con- 
tributed to the discussions of these projects was generally noticed 
and appreciated in Europe. 

The difference between the republic of George Washington and 
that of Simon Bolivar, which is the subject of the present arbitration, 
is not of the same great political importance as the arbitration on 
which this court pronounced its decision three weeks ago. And yet, 
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besides the material interests involved, a principle of grave import- 
ance is to be decided, to wit, whether an arbitral decision can be sub- 
mitted to a revision, and, if so, on what conditions this revision can 
take place; in other words, the question is whether and to what ex- 
tent, the principle " non bis in eadem re " is applicable to inter- 
national law. 

In any case, whatever be the importance of the point at issue, it 
should never be forgotten that every one of our decisions is neces- 
sarily invested with an amount of theoretical and practical knowl- 
edge, which far surpasses the merits of the special case. 

Whilst the jurisdiction of the tribunals in different states is the 
consequence of the social order which prevails in them, it is by arbi- 
tral jurisdiction, by the jurisdiction of this court especially, that in 
the relations between these various states the foundations must lie 
laid of that international order which is destined to become the most 
efficacious guarantee for the maintenance of justice, civilization and 
peace. 

It is this consideration which raises the functions of the members 
of this court above the powers of any national court, but it also in- 
creases the responsibility of these members, not only with regard to 
the states who appointed them, but also with regard to the world at 
large. 

We are the organs of international jurisdiction of which it may be 
said with even more truth than of national jurisdiction : " Fiat 
justitia ne pereat mundus," if a variation of a famous saying be 
permissible. 

With this respect a memorable example has just been given by the 
so-called " national members " of the Tribunal called upon to judge 
of the difference concerning the North Atlantic fisheries. I hope 
that this example may be followed by all their successors, that all who 
will come after them will remember how the arbiters, citizens of the 
contending states, have succeeded in silencing their predilections, and 
their natural desires to advance the interests of their countries, by 
their high sense of duty as impartial judges. 

Though the compromise gave them the right to have registered in 
the sentence of the court their disagreement from any part of its 
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decisions they did not avail themselves of this right in those matters, 
in which their countries could, according to the precepts of justice, 
not be allowed to be in the right. 

In admitting that their respective countries had not been right in 
every respect, these arbiters have given proof of the highest kind of 
patriotism, and have at the same time done signal service to the 
cause of humanity. 

May He who is all truth and justice Himself, aid us, also in this 
present case, to arrive at a solution which may give each of the con- 
tending states its due, and will consequently contribute to establish 
the reign of peace through justice. 



